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REQUIREMENT DEFINITION
This is a template for a Requirement Definition document, which will be referred to hereafter as an RD.  This type of document gives a detailed functional description of a given feature of a product.  It should be written so that, after reading this document, a Software Engineer can decide how to implement the feature, a Technical Writer can decide how to document the feature, and a Sales Representative can decide how to market the feature.

PRODUCT
Which product(s) is this RD for?  Include the product version number if known.

FEATURE
Which feature(s) does this RD cover?  So there is no confusion, refer specifically to this product's Feature List.  Try to cover only one feature per RD, unless several features are so intertwined that they must be described together.

AUTHOR
Who are you?  You should probably be the Product Manager.  Other people will give their ideas on what comprises a given feature, but the Product Manager gets to decide what is feasible and how each feature affects the other features of the product.

DATE
There may very well be several versions of each RD, so this will help us keep track of the most recent one.

OVERVIEEW
Describe the feature in a general way; so as to orient the reader.  How does this feature fit in to the rest of the product?  What objectives will be met by adding this feature?  What is the scope of the feature, i.e. is this a minor addition to an existing feature, or a new subsystem which will affect all parts of the system?

CONSIDERATIONS
What are the known issues surrounding this feature which should be considered before proceeding with the design?  What constraints does the environment impose?  What feature enhancements are planned which might affect the current design?

DESIGN
Describe in as much detail as necessary the functional design requirements of the feature.

If appropriate, describe how the user will make use of this feature.  What does the user

need to know, and what can remain hidden?  How often will the user make use of this feature?  What is the technical expertise of the user?  How can the system help the user accomplish the task at hand?

What are the known limits within which the system should operate?  What can go wrong, and how should the system respond?

ASSUMPTIONS

What does this feature depend on that is outside the scope of this document?

What other features must be implemented in order to proceed with this one?

What system-level facilities are assumed to be available?

RESOURCE ESTIMATE

Estimate what resources will be required to complete this feature.  This should include time, personnel, third-party software and/or hardware, etc.  Time estimates should be broken down into such categories as design, implementation and documentation.

REFERENCES

If appropriate, list other sources of information, which are relevant to this document, such as other Requirement Definitions, Design Descriptions, textbooks, magazine articles, or other documents.

END OF DOCUMENT
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